ALMOND IN THE WORLD AND IN TURKEY
The gene center of almond is Central Asia. According to 2018 data, our country ranks 5th in world
production with 100,000 tons of almond production. The Mediterranean climate with hot and dry
summers and mild and rainy winters is suitable for almond cultivation. However, late spring frosts
should be taken into account in almond growing areas and the selection of varieties should be made
accordingly. Almond varieties are grouped as hand almonds, tooth almonds, hard almonds and stone
almonds according to their shell hardness. From a commercial point of view, the characteristics that
a good almond variety should have; The growth of the tree should be strong, the tree should bloom
abundantly, the flowering should be late, it should give abundant and standard products, the fruits
should ripen at the same time, the wind should not fall, but it should be easy to collect. It should also
be resistant to environmental conditions, diseases and pests. Almond cultivation has an important
place in the world's shell fruit production. According to 2018 data; Looking at the world almond
production, the United States (USA) ranks first by providing 58.8% of the total production. Spain,
which provides 10.7% of the total world production, ranks second, while Iran ranks third with a
production share of 4.4%. Turkey, on the other hand, ranks 5th by providing 3.1% of the total world
production.

While the total area of almonds in the world was 1,822,879 hectares in 2013, it increased to
2,071,884 hectares in 2018. Spain is in the first place with a share of 26.9% from the world almond
production areas. Spain is followed by the United States (USA) and Tunisia, respectively (Table 2).

When Table 3 is examined, almond production increased from 82,850 tons in 2013 to 150,000 tons in
2019. Almond production area, which was 254,570 decares in 2013, increased to 470,881 decares in
2019. When Table 4 is examined, Mersin ranks first with 12.8% in almond production, while
Adıyaman ranks second with 6%.

Table 4. Provincial Almond Production by Years (tons) Source: (TUIK - 21.05.2020)
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